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promoting a change in culture that promotes 
Gender Based Violence (GBV) and HIV/AIDS Pan-
demic.
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The NATICC program utilises a preventive and responsive approach in order to alleviate teenage preg-
nancy in Eswatini.

E D I TO R I A L
Eswatini has confirmed 1552 cases of COVID-19 and 21 deaths within its borders. The Eswatini government 
has advised people to defer non-essential trips to mainland China or any other cross boarder travel. Main border 
posts (currently Oshoek and King Mswati III International Airport), there are ongoing screening processes for 
persons who have recently travelled to mainland China. Some land border posts have been closed, including 
Sicunisa, Gege, Lundzi, Sandlane, Bulembu, and Nsalitje. 
The Ministry of Health has established a toll-free hotline (975) to answer COVID-19 questions and receive 
reports of suspected cases, particularly from those who have traveled recently to mainland China. The gov-
ernment has designated a focal point for Eswatini’s COVID-19 response.  It has also designated one isolation 
ward within a primary health care facility and a second isolation ward in an alternate health care facility for 
coronavirus case management.  The Editor, Tyson Nhlabathi.

7. If you have a fever, cough and difficulty breathing, seek medical attention, but call by telephone in advance if 
possible and follow the directions of your local health authority. Why? National and local authorities will have the 
most up to date information on the situation in your area. Calling in advance will allow your health care provider 
to quickly direct you to the right health facility. This will also protect you and help prevent spread of viruses and 
other infections.
8. Keep up to date on the latest information from trusted sources, such as WHO or your local and national health 
authorities. Why? Local and national authorities are best placed to advise on what people in your area should be 
doing to protect themselves.
 

Safe use of alcohol-based hand sanitizers

To protect yourself and others against COVID-19, clean your hands frequently and thoroughly. Use alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer or wash your hands with soap and water. If you use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer, make sure 
you use and store it carefully.

Keep alcohol-based hand sanitizers out of children’s reach. Teach them how to apply the sanitizer and monitor its 
use.

Apply a coin-sized amount on your hands. There is no need to use a large amount of the product.
Avoid touching your eyes, mouth and nose immediately after using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer, as it can 
cause irritation.

Hand sanitizers recommended to protect against COVID-19 are alcohol-based and therefore can be flammable. 
Do not use before handling fire or cooking.

Under no circumstance, drink or let children swallow an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. It can be poisonous. 
Remember that washing your hands with soap and water is also effective against COVID-19.

CORONAVIRUS DISEASE  2019 (COVID-19) ADVICE FOR THE PUBLIC
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Pandemics 101
Believe it or not, the Coronavirus (COVID-19) is not 
the first outbreak to cause havoc on a global scale. 
Throughout human history there have been several 
pandemics that threatened the existence of mankind as 
a species. By definition, a pandemic occurs when an ep-
idemic spreads beyond the borders of a country. Com-

municable diseases existed during humankind’s hunt-
er-gatherer days, but the shift to agrarian life 10,000 
years ago created communities that made epidemics 
more possible. Malaria, tuberculosis, leprosy, influenza, 
smallpox and others first appeared during this period.

The Black Death

Avian/ “Spanish” Flu

HIV/AIDS

The Black Death was a devastating global epidemic of 
bubonic plague that struck Europe and Asia in the mid-
1300s. The plague arrived in Europe in October 1347, 
when 12 ships from the Black Sea docked at the Sicilian 
port of Messina. People gathered on the docks were met 
with a horrifying surprise: Most sailors aboard the ships 
were dead, and those still alive were gravely ill and cov-
ered in black boils that oozed blood and pus. Sicilian au-
thorities hastily ordered the fleet of “death ships” out of 
the harbor, but it was too late: Over the next five years, the 
Black Death would kill more than 20 million people in 
Europe—almost one-third of the continent’s population.

One of the deadliest pandemics was recorded in 
1918 during the First World War (WWI) that result-
ed in 50 million deaths worldwide. The 1918 flu was 
first observed in Europe, the United States and parts 
of Asia before swiftly spreading around the world. 
At the time, there were no effective drugs or vac-
cines to treat this killer flu strain. Wire service re-
ports of a flu outbreak in Madrid in the spring of 1918 
led to the pandemic being called the “Spanish flu”.

Another notable pandemic that has claimed millions of 
lives over decades is the Acquired Immuno-Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS) caused by the Human Immune-virus 
(HIV). First identified in 1981, AIDS destroys a person’s 
immune system, resulting in eventual death by diseas-
es that the body would usually fight off. Those infected 
by the HIV virus encounter fever, headache, and en-
larged lymph nodes upon infection. When symptoms 
subside, carriers become highly infectious through 

blood and genital fluid, and the disease destroys t-cells.
AIDS was first observed in American gay communities 
but is believed to have developed from a chimpanzee 
virus from West Africa in the 1920s. The disease, which 
spreads through certain body fluids, moved to Haiti in the 
1960s, and then New York and San Francisco in the 1970s. 
Treatments have been developed to slow the progress of 
the disease, but 35 million people worldwide have died 
of AIDS since its discovery, and a cure is yet to be found. 

By Mthobisi Ncongwane

Depiction of the chaos that ensued during the Black Death 
outbreak.

Health providers responding to Spanish flu outbreak.
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Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Globalization a Prerequisite to COVID-19 Pandemic

On March 11, 2020, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) an-
nounced that the COVID-19 vi-
rus was officially a pandemic after 
barreling through 114 countries in 
three months and infecting over 
118,000 people. And the spread 
wasn’t anywhere near finished. 
Many learned about COVID-19 
when ophthalmologist Dr. Li Wen-
liang defied government orders 
and released safety information to 
other doctors. The following day, 
China informed WHO and charged 
Li with a crime. Li died from 
COVID-19 just over a month later.

At the time of compiling this arti-
cle, the Kingdom of Eswatini had 
recorded 1011 confirmed cases, 564 
recoveries and 13 deaths. This is 
just 3 months after the first case was 

identified. The regions with the high-
est infection rates are Manzini and 
Hhohho with Shiselweni recording 
the lowest. However there have been 
concerns on the true nature of the 
infection rate since only 14960 tests 
have been conducted to date which 
is a meagre 0.1041% relative to pop-
ulation. Despite all this, the latest 
COVID-19 partial lockdown up-
date will see the reopening of more 
services in a bid to avoid a complete 
collapse of the economy as is the 
case in other countries. Eswatini 
plans to reopen schools starting with 
Form 5s and completing tertiary in-
stitutions with effect from July 6th. 
There are guidelines to also allow for 
religious gatherings and community 
meetings but observing all preven-
tion guidelines. Some concerns have 
been raised by citizens on govern-

ment’s unpreparedness in ensuring 
all safety guidelines are followed 
let alone enough funds to provide 
schools with protective gear. This 
comes at a time when globally over 
10 million people are infected and 
over 500 000 deaths have occurred.

The current pandemic is an un-
precedented one due to the era in 
which it is occurring. Never has 
the world ever been this connected 
in all of human history. Technol-
ogy has made human interaction, 
whether virtually or physically, 
across continents inevitable. In the 
last decade air travel has become 
affordable in most developed coun-
tries even for middle income house-
holds which has seen an influx of 
foreign nationals to developing 
countries as tourists or investors.

This interconnectedness has pro-
vided the perfect conditions for a 
viral outbreak that could spiral out 
of control and become a pandem-
ic. Some experts and public figures 
warned against pandemics years 
ago and one of them is billionaire 
and co-founder of Microsoft Bill 
Gates. In March 2015 in a TED Talk 
Gates stated that “The failure to pre-
pare could allow the next epidemic 
to be dramatically more devastat-
ing than Ebola,” he said.  A virus 
“like the Spanish flu of 1918”, Gates 
added, “would spread throughout 

the world very, very quickly. And 
you can see over 30 million people 
died from that epidemic. So this is 
a serious problem. We should be 
concerned”. That was five years ago.

To prevent other future outbreaks, 
there is a need for governments 
around the world to put aside emer-
gency funding for outbreaks and co-
ordinate efforts to mitigate the conse-
quences that follow such as job losses 
and eventual collapse of economies. 
However it is worth noting that 
pandemics also have a silver lining.

You don’t need to be told that life is 
pretty grim these days. Nor will it 
help if you’re reminded that the neg-
ative consequences of the pandemic 
will persist long after it is over. But 
even a realist can see glimmers of 

hope in today’s gloomy circum-
stances and believe that what we are 
going through today could eventu-
ally have some positive consequenc-
es. We have learned a lot from past 
outbreaks mainly because pandem-

ics result in unprecedented techno-
logical advances and innovations. 
The current pandemic has already 
seen some positive consequences.

The Silver Lining

Dr Li Wenliang
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Putting the world economy in a coma has cut fossil 
fuel use dramatically, thereby reducing the accumu-
lation of atmospheric carbon dioxide, methane, and 
other greenhouse gases and slowing the rate of glob-
al warming. Skies are visibly clearer, and those deeply 
worrisome forecasts about future warming will prob-
ably have to be revised in slightly more optimistic di-
rections. The discovery that we can get a lot of useful 

work done on Zoom and other videoconferencing plat-
forms is likely to dampen business travel in the future, 
thereby cutting commercial jet traffic even after recov-
ery begins. Meat shortages resulting from the shutdown 
of slaughterhouses may encourage some people to shift 
to less carnivorous diets, which would improve public 
health and reduce methane emissions by all those cows.

Women are Better at Politics

By now, just about everyone may be aware that coun-
tries led by women have handled the pandemic far 
better than countries led by men. That is not to say 
that some male leaders haven’t done very well, but it 
is striking that New Zealand’s Jacinda Ardern, Germa-
ny’s Angela Merkel, Finland’s Sanna Marin, and Tai-

wan’s Tsai Ing-wen have outperformed the vast majority 
of their male counterparts. And the contrast couldn’t 
be clearer: By far the worst responses have come from 
chief executives such as Brazil’s Jair Bolsonaro, Britain’s 
Boris Johnson, Russia’s Vladimir Putin, and Ameri-
ca’s Donald Trump, each one a poster child for macho 
male posturing. One can almost see a pattern here.

So maybe, just maybe, COVID-19 will teach people that 
a greater role for women in our public life would be both 
fair and smart. Plenty of other countries have figured this 
out already, and if COVID-19 convinces most countries 
to discard their antiquated bias against women in politics, 
it would be a step forward for equality and more effec-
tive leadership. The Kingdom of Eswatini has also made 
strides towards ensuring that women are represented 
in politics even though the sector is still largely domi-
nated by men. As an organization, we acknowledge and 
appreciate efforts by His Majesty’s Government, more 

Eswatini’s Minister of Health Lizzie Nkosi

Cities around the world have become more like ghost towns which has impacted the climate positively.

Climate Change Slows Down
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so by the Ministry of Health led by Make Lizzie Nkosi.

The Ministry has done a commendable job in ensur-
ing that health providers in the Kingdom are trained 
in responding to the pandemic effectively. Although 
there have been reports of protective gear shortag-
es for health providers in the country, we strong-
ly believe that the efforts by both the Government of 
Eswatini and other stakeholders will see us victori-
ous against this biological threat but only if we col-
lectively focus those efforts. The old adage still holds 
true even today, “Together we stand, divided we fall”.

NATICC staff embracing the new 
normal
By Hlonipha Mkhwanazi

Its business unusual for NATICC 
staff members as they work during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. After a 
careful assessment of the COVID-19 
regulations and a thorough situa-
tional analysis the organization de-
cided to open up its offices to allow 
members of the public to have ac-
cess to GBV and TPP services. The 
organization has also developed a 
strategy that will enable it to assist 
the government of Eswatini in flat-
tening the curve of COVID-19 in-
fections in the communities.

The rapid surge in COVID-19 infec-
tions has significantly increased the 
levels of anxiety, stress, and depres-
sion amongst many emaSwati. It is 
therefore imperative for the organi-
zation to continue to render its pre-
vention and counselling services to 
the public.

A number of cautionary measures 
have been adopted to ensure that 
staff members are adequately pro-

tected from the virus. The protective 
measures include the following:
1. Daily COVID-19 assess-
ment tool – all staff members go 
through an intensive daily screening 
process which include the checking 
of body temperature, routine ques-
tions to check symptoms and expo-
sure to the virus.

2. Staff transportation to and 
from the office – the organization 

has designated drivers to do the staff 
pick-ups on a daily basis. No staff 
member is using public transport to 
travel to and from the office.

3. Protective materials – each 
staff member has been provided 
with at least 4 face masks, sanitizers 
and refill to promote good hand hy-
giene. 

4. Hands free sanitizing sta-

Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel N
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tions - a total of 2 hands free sanitiz-
ing stations have been placed in the 
office to ensure that staff and visitors 
sanitize their hands before entering 
the office.
5. Non-contact body tempera-
ture thermometers – staff and visi-
tors’ temperature are tested as they 
enter the office for early detection 
of COVID-19 symptoms. There are 
designated staff members who con-
duct the temperature thermometers.

6. Zoom staff meetings – staff 
meetings are now conducted on 
zoom to avoid human contact. 

7. Contact tracing – the of-
fice also keeps a register for visitors 
in order to ensure that it is easy to 
trace clients that have been in con-
tact with the office.

8. Suspension of mass gath-
erings – all activities that require 
a sizeable number of participants 
have been suspended indefinitely.
The activities include communi-
ty and church dialogues, support 
group activities and others.

Employee centric policies that im-
prove employee satisfaction and 
mental wellbeing remain critical for 
the organization. This is essential in 
keeping an open channel of com-

munication with employees to make 
them feel engaged and connected 
with the organization and its pur-
pose.

The organization, has always invest-
ed in a growth mindset and when 
we are confronted with a pandemic, 
as service providers, it is critical that 
we engage in productive assessment 
methods and develop appropriate 
strategies to respond to the crisis in 
a more methodical manner. 

Striking the balance between busi-
ness continuity and empathy is key 
in our operations. Even as we have 
maintained the focus on meet-
ing clients’ needs and maintaining 
seamless connectivity with the com-
munities we work in, our manage-
ment team has ensured employees 
that are supported as we grapple 
with the COVID-19 reality. The 
open door policy that is being ad-
opted by management ensures that 
employees always feel supported 
during these tough times.  N

Non-contact body temperature 
thermometers

Hands free sanitizing stations
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Prime Minister Mandvulo Ambrose Dlamini addressing the nation as 
Eswatini eases out the lockdown on the 7th May.

We slept in another world and woke up 
in a different one!
By Nomile Simelane

The year 2020 was assumed to be a 
normal year like all the other years 
but on the 22nd of March 2020 af-
ter discovering that the world was 
ambushed by the outbreak of the 
novel coronavirus. the Eswatini 
government announced that from 
the 27th of March 2020 the coun-
try will have a partial lockdown to 
help curb the spread of Corona Vi-
rus disease of 2019 (COVID -19) 
that was affecting and killing mil-
lions of people around the world 
from December 2019. The Eswati-
ni government enacted emergen-
cy legislation to address the effects 
of this virus thus it was declared a 
pandemic. In the country, regula-
tions were laid and came into force 
from 27 March 2020 which impos-
es, among other things, a lockdown 
which restricted unnecessary move-
ments by residents and closure of 
businesses throughout the country.

Everything came to a halt only es-
sential service providers were al-
lowed to operate namely hospitals, 
pharmacies and supermarkets to 
name a few. People were encour-
aged to follow the World Health 
Organization (WHO) regulations 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
which were to observe social dis-
tancing (1 meter) , washing of 
hands regularly with soap and run-
ning water for twenty (20) seconds 
or sanitize and STAY AT HOME if 
there is no need to roam around. 
They were encouraged to love one 
another at a distance because visits 
were not encouraged. It was as if we 

slept in another world and woke up 
in a different one where not visiting 
your grandparent in the village was 
a good thing to do and not meet-
ing friends for a drink was a way 
of keeping your friends safe and 
showing them love. This gave fam-
ilies time to bond without rushing 
to their respective jobs and schools.

There were other regulations that 
were passed that a meeting should 
not have more than twenty (20) peo-
ple and that the meeting period was 
not to exceed two hours (2hrs). This 
affected NATICC badly because 
they work with communities and 
schools where they sensitize stu-
dents on the prevention measures 

of Gender based Violence (GBV) 
and Teenage Pregnancy (TP). These 
had a great impact as they could 
not meet with the participants for 
the dialogues. People were not al-
lowed to move around and it made 
it impossible for them to access 

the office to report cases. NATICC 
then embarked on a new strategy 
where they can help people report 
cases at the comfort of their homes 
through the WhatsApp channel.

The country’s economy was not 
spared as it was greatly affected by 
the closure of businesses since Es-
watini is still a developing country 
that depends mostly on its neigh-
bors for imports and exports. The 
poor and/or the less privileged were 
the one who felt the pinch most be-
cause they depended on their daily 
sales to put food on the table which 
was no longer happening due to the 
restricted movements regulations. 
The authorities of the country then 

resolved to ease the partial lock-
down regulations on the 7th of May 
2020 where it was supposed to be 
business as usual for the less risky 
operations. They were expected to 
follow the safe precautions to avoid 
the spread of COVID-19, which 
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have become the new normal.

NATICC also followed suit and she 
resumed her operations in the new 
normal to assist the communities on 
services whilst observing the neces-
sary precautions during the service 
delivery. The team has been doing 
an amazing job, sensitizing the com-
munities on the safety measures to 
prevent COVID-19 through the dis-
tribution of sanitizers, face masks as 
they have been a necessity when ac-
cessing services for example individ-
uals are not allowed to enter a super-
market without wearing a facemask. 
They also distributed these items to 
the churches after they were allowed 
to operate whilst following the stip-
ulated guidelines in preventing the 
spread of the virus. The distributions 
were done in NATICC’s Catchment 
areas (CA) which are: Mbilaneni, 
Nzongomane, Edwaleni, Mantam-
be, Nkhungwini and Mbukwane.

The lockdown had a great impact 

on the issues of GBV because peo-
ple were expected to stay together 
at home for a longtime whilst they 
normally spent weekends togeth-
er. Some people tend to be abused 
emotionally, physically and finan-
cially by their partners. This also af-
fected the teenagers as they were sit-
ting idly at home with a lot of time 
to engage on other activities which 
are not good for their being because 
they were not at school, where they 
are constantly reminded to pursue 
their dreams through the school 
dialogues conducted by NATICC.

It helped a lot of people in small busi-
nesses such as saloons because they 
were also able to work and fend their 
families. The relaxation/loosening 
of the lockdown also increased the 
number of cases to rise drastically 
since people were carelessly roaming 
around trying to make ends meets 
after forty (40) days of lockdown. 

This intervention yielded positive 

results since the face masks reached 
a number of people which also 
helped spread the message on how 
NATICC can be reached even in a 
time like this. The relaxation of the 
lockdown also yielded some pos-
itive results for the country since 
more businesses were reopened to 
help the economy and more dona-
tions have been made to the Eswa-
tini government to help fight the 
epidemic, which means when a lot 
of people recover the monies can 
be redirected/ realigned.  The epi-
demic also helped some of the un-
employed qualified nurses to be 
employed and volunteers also saw 
an opportunity to assist the gov-
ernment in the fight against corona. 

For the Latest updates on the loos-
ening of the lockdown you can 
visit NATICC’s WhatsApp chan-
nel at +26879653610 or the Es-
watini Government twitter page.

Naticc collaborates with World Vision 
Eswatini in the fight against GBV and 
VAC
By Siphesihle Myeza

With the escalating rates of Gender 
Based Violence (GBV) and Violence 
Against Children (VAC) currently 
devastating the country, NATICC 
has collaborated with World Vision 
(WV) Eswatini in the fight against 
these scourges in four (4) constitu-
encies in the Shiselweni region.

The major objective of the collab-
oration is to empower community 

members in the constituencies with 
life skills to prevent and respond to 
child sexual abuse, and GBV. The 
partnership also aims to enhance 
the physical and psychological 
well-being of all child abuse survi-
vors through the provision of com-
prehensive post abuse care services 
and seek legal redress for all sexu-
al abuse survivors who are going 
through the criminal justice value 

chain.

During the course of the collabo-
ration NATICC will provide post 
trauma counselling for sexual abuse 
survivors and refer clients to rele-
vant partners for further care whilst 
WV will be responsible for identi-
fying, mobilizing and referring the 
sexual abuse survivors in the four 
(4) constituencies.

 N
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NATICC Prevention Officer facilitating on GBV during a session at 
Somntongo.

 N

The phenomenon of tibi tendlu versus crime
Family secrets which are commonly 
known as tibi tendlu in the SiSwati 
language are still confusing emaS-
wati when differentiating it from 
crime. Sexual, physical and emo-
tional violence within families has 
always been shrouded in a culture 
of silence and secrecy. The culture 
of silencing a victim of abuse has 
resulted in the country raising trau-
matized, vulnerable, and stigma-
tized victims with so much hate that 
the cycle of crime still continues 
even today. According to studies out 
of every 3 children 1 will experience 
abuse before they reach the age of 
18 years, moreover, out of 6 sexual 
abuse cases that occur to children 
only 1 is reported to relevant au-
thorities.
  
This topic came about to be dis-
cussed in different dialogues con-
ducted at Somntongo Constituency, 
where NATICC has been sensitizing 
traditional leaders on the SODV Act 
(2018), CPWA (2012) and GBV. The 
issue of tibi tendlu came up when 
facilitators asked who knew what 
they were and every one of them in 
the different dialogues gave answers 
which were crimes not tibi tendlu 
issues. One example was that of a fa-
ther having sexual intercourse with 
his own daughter and they classi-
fied that this issue can be discussed 
within family level and the father be 
punished by the family. To which 
the NATICC facilitators disagreed 
with the leaders and shared that, it 
was considered a crime and on the 
SODV Act it fell under incest and 
rape sections.

Four dialogues have been conduct-
ed and the leaders were so eager 

to learn and share the lessons with 
their communities, families and 
churches. Each leader was provided 
with copies of the two Acts and four 
NATICC brochures which had more 
information on GBV, Sexual Repro-
ductive Health and Rights (SRHR) 
and Teenage Pregnancy Prevention 
(TPP). 

These sessions were consisted of 
three members of the inner coun-
cil which included the community 
headman (Indvuna yemcuba), in-
ner council member and the Com-
munity Counsellor (Bucopho), the 
community police, the Commu-
nity Based Volunteers (Lihlombe 
lekukhalela) and the NCP Care 
Givers (Banakeleli). These groups 
of leaders look after the welfare of 
the members of their communities. 
The NATICC the team was able to 
discuss the issue of GBV on chil-
dren and how it affects them in the 
long term, and they also elaborated 
further on the CPWA (2012) which 
consisted of the rights of children as 
these women were there as a sup-
port system for all children in the 
community. 

In these dialogues NATICC was 
able to involve the Lavumisa police 
station Domestic violence, Child 
protection and Sexual Offenses 
Unit (DCS). The traditional lead-
ers mentioned that they were not 
working well with the Lavumisa Po-
lice station as they did not practice 
confidentiality when community 
members reported cases of GBV to 
them. The police officer acknowl-
edged that police officers are differ-
ent, some are professional and some 
are not. The community members 
should continue reporting the cas-
es to the police and if their cases 
are not handled professionally they 
should report to the senior officers. 
The police officer further promised 
that they will do everything in their 
power to work with the community 
and practice confidentiality when 
reporting and handling the cases.

The collaboration with World Vi-
sion will continue until all tradi-
tional leaders in the area are sen-
sitized on children’s rights, SODV 
Act, CPWA and GBV prevention. 
As long as there are children being 
abused each day both organizations 
will work together to ensure a safe 
and happy environment for them.           
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Why WhatsApp is the best tool for 
engaging youth
By Mthobisi Ncongwane

In order to reach more people with 
information on gender-based vi-
olence (GBV), teenage pregnancy 
prevention (TPP) and Coronavirus, 
NATICC created organizational ac-
counts for social media platforms 
on Facebook, LinkedIn, YouTube, 
Twitter and Instagram. Whilst these 
are great for information dissemi-
nation based on organic reach and 
followers, some do not have the 
instantaneous messaging and user 
friendliness provided by WhatsApp. 
It was for this reason that NATICC 
saw an opportunity to also provide 
a WhatsApp Channel for users to 
access information and also in-
teract instantaneously. Although 
the Channel is still in its infancy, 
there have already been some pos-
itive results since its inception in 
March 2020 as there have been 
cases referred through the channel 
and information accessed by us-
ers through an automated system.

WhatsApp was created in 2009 by 
computer programmers Brian Ac-
ton and Jan Koum – (who happen 
to be former employees of Yahoo), 
Koum came up with the name 
WhatsApp because it sounded like 
“what’s up”. Facebook quickly sensed 
a potential threat in the services 

it was rendering, this led to Face-
book’s acquisition of Whatsapp for 
$19.3billion (£14.64bn) in February 
2014 and this remains its biggest ac-
quisition to date and probably one 
of the largest tech acquisitions in 
the tech space history. In January 
2018, WhatsApp already had over 
1.5 billion users all over the world.

WhatsApp is a cross-platform in-
stant messaging service for smart-
phones that relies on the internet for 
the transmission of messages. Based 
on a low-cost subscription mod-
el, WhatsApp is a cheap alternative 
to carrier-billed text messaging via 
SMS, especially for international or 
group messaging. The mobile mes-
saging app enables users to share 
text, image and video messages. 
Tech savvy individuals have turned 
to social media websites and apps 
like WhatsApp, Facebook and Twit-
ter in order to access news that is not 

censored or governed in any way. 
Individuals also utilize the service 
in order to bypass mainstream me-
dia which includes: television, radio 
and newspapers. This is according 
to a report jointly published by the 
Media Institute of Southern Africa 
and the United Nations Education-
al, Scientific and Cultural Organi-
sation (UNESCO). With the media 
being state controlled, media based 
in Eswatini can be heavily censored.

Much to the delight of the young 
social media users, social media 

L-R Creators of WhatsApp Brian Acton and Jan Koum.

Young people chatting on 
WhatsApp.

Total users by App
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WhatsApp Statistics at a Glance:

•	 WhatsApp	has	300	million	daily	active	users	worldwide.
•	 India	is	the	biggest	WhatsApp	market	in	the	world.
•	 WhatsApp	lets	its	users	delete	messages	sent	by	mistake	within	7																																																																																																																																																
             minutes.
•	 There	are	3	million	companies	using	WhatsApp	Business.
•	 More	than	60	million	WhatsApp	video	calls	are	made	daily.
•	 WhatsApp	is	not	available	in	about	12	countries	in	the	world.
•	 WhatsApp	tried	to	acquire	Snapchat,	but	their	offer	was	rejected.
•	 WhatsApp	uses	a	high	level	of	end-to-end	encryption.
•	 There	are	over	3	million	users	of	WhatsApp	business.
•	 An	average	user	checks	WhatsApp	more	than	25	times	daily.
•	 WhatsApp	is	valued	more	than	the	GDP	(Gross	Domestic	Prod																																																																																																																																													
              uct) of some countries
•	 In	Africa,	Whatsapp	is	the	most	popular	app	(With	Few	excep																																																																																																																																												
              tions in North & East Africa).

“Think about what people are doing on Facebook to-
day. They’re keeping up with their friends and fam-
ily, but they’re also building an image and identity for 
themselves, which in a sense is their brand. They’re 
connecting with the audience that they want to connect 
to. It’s almost a disadvantage if you’re not on it now.” 
--- Mark Zuckerberg, Co-founder and CEO of Facebook

 N

has changed the face of the media 
landscape by making information 
sharing easier, faster and quicker. 
They can now easily and freely by-
pass the severely censored main-
stream media to access, produce, 
distribute and exchange informa-
tion and ideas. More important-
ly, social media has afforded the 
young people an opportunity to 
speak in their own voices, not me-
diated by the mainstream media. 
This is what attracts most young 
people to social media apps like 
WhatsApp for being instant unlike 
traditional or conventional forms 
of media which are not as flexible. 
However, this has not gone unno-
ticed by most media giants world-
wide which has prompted them to 
join in the craze as the saying goes, 
“If you can’t beat them, join them”.

NATICC has also joined the craze 
by creating organizational accounts 
for social media platforms on Face-
book, LinkedIn, YouTube, Twitter 
and Instagram. Whilst these are 
great for information dissemina-
tion based on organic reach and 

followers, some do not have the 
instantaneous messaging and user 
friendliness provided by WhatsApp. 
It was for this reason that NATICC 
saw an opportunity to also provide 
a WhatsApp Channel for users to 
access information and also in-
teract instantaneously. Although 
the Channel is still in its infancy, 
there have already been some pos-
itive results since its inception in 
March 2020 as there have been 
cases referred through the channel 
and information accessed by us-
ers through an automated system.

It is predicted that there will be an 
influx of users once schools reopen 
as most WhatsApp users are young 
people, especially from our catch-
ment areas. There are also plans to 

robustly advertise the channel, 
more so in schools, since a majori-
ty of older community members in 
the Shiselweni region are not users 
of the app. Although the channel is 
advertised through our radio pro-
gram, most young people do not 
listen to the radio. It is only when 
we started advertising the channel 
through social media that more 
users emerged on the platform. 
The platform is also bilingual 
in that it is both in English and 
siSwati thus making it more user 
friendly to Emaswati. NATICC is 
planning on designing posters and 
billboards that will be installed in 
schools which will also encourage 
students to use the platform incase 
they want to report abuse or ac-
cess information on related issues.
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The Day of an African Child (DAC)
By Sisana Mngometulu

The day of the African child marks a 
very pivotal moment in the history 
of South Africa and many African 
countries including Eswatini. The 
day honors those who participated in 
the Soweto Uprising in 1976. It also 
raises awareness of the continuing 
need for improvement of the edu-
cation provided to African children.

In Soweto, South Africa, on June 
16, 1976, about ten thousand black 
school children marched in a col-
umn more than half a mile long, 
protesting the poor quality of their 
education and demanding their 
right to be taught in their own lan-
guage. Hundreds of young students 
were shot. More than a hundred 
people were killed in the protests 
of the following two weeks, and 
more than a thousand were injured.

On June 16 every year, governments, 
NGOs, international organisations 
and other stakeholders gather to dis-
cuss the challenges and opportuni-
ties facing the full realization of the 
rights of children in Africa. The cus-
tomized theme for 2020 was ‘Access 

to a child-friendly Justice System in 
Eswatini’
In commemoration of the day the 
organization embarked on a number 
of activities that were COVID-19 
compatible. These included a num-
ber of messages that were posted 
on social media that advocate for a 
child friendly justice system.

The Executive Director also issued a 
statement which read as follows ‘As 
the African Continent commemo-
rates the Day of the African Child, 
NATICC would like to continue to 
accentuate her unwavering stance 
on the protection of the rights of 
the child.  It is our firm desire to see 
our children grow and flourish in an 
abuse free society that values them.

Child abuse remains one of the 
most prevalent forms of abuse in the 
country.   Our society is littered with 
men who do not fear our criminal 
justice system and continue to sexu-
ally abuse female children at will. 

Whilst the visible physical injuries of 
abuse can heal quickly the emotion-

al damage can remain with the child 
for the rest of her life and might cul-
minate to other severe social prob-
lems that might hinder their journey 
towards self-actualization.  Children 

are the future and their well-being is 
pivotal to the future of our beautiful 
nation.
As an organization we fully sup-
port all advocacy efforts for a 
child-friendly justice system that 
does not discriminate against chil-
dren, is for the best interest of the 
child, promotes child survival and 
promotes the full participation and 
inclusion of the child in the whole 
process of the criminal justice value 
chain.

At NATICC we say that access to a 
child-friendly justice system in Es-
watini is an essential ideal that is 
non-negotiable. ‘ N



to allow the resuscitation of the 
economy and livelihoods. The gov-
ernment is currently begin-
ning a phased approach 
of reopening schools 
and tertiary institu-
tions in an attempt 
to save the cur-
rent academic 
year.

The pandem-
ic has put 
exceptional 
stress and 
pressure on 
our ail-
ing health 

system that is already struggling to 
cope with the number of required 
daily admissions. The number of 
recoveries from the virus has how-
ever given the country a glimmer 

of hope as more and more positive 
tests are being declared negative.

The number of fatalities has contin-
ued to rise steadily in the country. 
Currently a total of 20 Emaswati 
have sadly lost their lives due to the 

virus. The number includes 
high profile an Executive 

Director for the banks 
in the country and 

a medical doctor.  
The Minister 
of Health and 
Social Welfare 
has noted with 
concern the 
increase in 
numbers of 
deaths of 
confirmed 
COVID-19 
cases as a 

result of co-existing medical con-
ditions such as diabetes Mellitus, 
Hypertension, Cardiac disease and 
Asthma. The minister has therefore 
urged the public (especially males) 

to ensure that they do medical 
check-ups regularly, at least once 
a year and those diagnosed with 
a chronic illness should adhere to 
the treatment as advised by health 
workers.

The Minister has further empha-
sized the importance of cooperat-
ing with health advise. Members of 
the public are advised to:
1. Continue with the practice 
of good hygiene, cough etiquette, 
physical distancing, wearing of 
masks and self-isolation where 
necessary or advised.
2. Home care clients and 
those awaiting results are advised 
to self-isolate. This include using 
a single room at home without 
sharing, keeping a physical distance 
whenever other people are encoun-
tered and wearing of a mask to 
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Bucopho Mr Sifiso Mamba taking a Pic-
ture after being given the face masks by 
NATICC.

Mbilaneni Indvuna joined by Maseyisini Constituency Indvuna when 
NATICC brought masks for the Mbilaneni Chiefdom.

COVID-19 threatening to wipe out an 
entire generation 
By Bonga Myeni

The country is currently witness-
ing an unprecedented surge in 
the number of new COVID-19 
infections and deaths due to the 
virus. The pandemic has continued 
to pose an unprecedented threat 
to the people of Eswatini as the 
number of infections has surpassed 
the 1,000 mark. The country is in a 
midst of a sharp surge in infections 
despite the efforts of the govern-
ment and its partners. The number 
of fatalities due to the Coronavirus 
has increased quite significantly 
over the past few weeks which has 
increased the already high levels of 
anxiety amongst the populace. 

It’s been over 3 months since the 
country declared a state of emer-
gency in response to the pandemic. 

The government has relaxed some 
of the strict lockdown regulations 
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NATICC’s psychologist handing over a bag of masks and sanitizer to Pastor Ntshalintshali of Nzongomane FECF.   

avoid contaminating surfaces.
3. Senior citizens above 60 
years and those presenting with 
pre-existing illnesses are encour-
aged and expected to comply with 
hospital admission arrangements 
when they are confirmed to be 
COVIOD-19 positive.

In a bid to assist the government of 
Eswatini in flattening the curve of 
COVID-19 infections in the com-
munities NATICC has embarked 
on a number of activities that are 
aimed at limiting the incidence of 
human to human transmission. 
The organization has distributed 
COVID-19 protective gear such 
as face masks, hand sanitizers and 
hand washing soaps in all 6 catch-
ment areas. A total of 1,300 face 
masks were procured and distrib-
uted in the CAs, 480 hand washing 
soaps were distributed in vulnerable 
households and 500 litres of hand 
sanitizers were distributed in busy 
public spaces such as local groceries 
and general dealers, milling centres 
and other meetings spaces.

Moreover, the organization also up-

NATICC partners with the Ministry of Health in the 
fight against COVID-19

scaled behaviour change communi-
cation nationally and in the com-
munities by collaborating with the 
Ministry of Health and Social Wel-
fare in providing accurate and reli-
able information about COVID-19. 
The Ministry of Health furnished 
the organization with a variety of 
IEC materials that were printed and 
distributed to households in the 
CAs. The reading materials are in 
vernacular which makes for easier 
reading for the local populace.  The 
reading materials have also helped 
in debunking common myths 
about the Coronavirus.

The government has also success-
fully implemented a food relief pro-
gram that is aimed at cushioning 
food insecurities in the communi-
ties. More than 330 826 people have 

benefited from the food assistance 
program. The assistance program 
will continue to be rolled out by 
the government to assist vulnerable 
households in communities around 
Eswatini. Furthermore, the govern-
ment has improved access to clean 
and portable water by rehabilitating 
boreholes in communities across 
the country.  N
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Tears ran down her cheeks, with no sound coming from 
her mouth. She came limping towards me and mourn-
ed for her virginity which was robbed from her by my 
“lover.” How could this happen to me? He promised to 
never hurt me or my children. He was always there for 
me; he even paid school fees for my children, buy clothes 
and food for them. So what went wrong? 
As a mother I felt the pain, the shame, 
the humiliation, I was just helpless.

Speak Up, Get Help
By Verna Mamba

I couldn’t go and report my lover to the police. I couldn’t 
even tell anyone. Who was going to pay for accom-
modation, food, school fees? Who was going to give 
me dignity in the community? I decided to keep qui-
et and I told my daughter to keep quiet. In the pro-
cess I killed my inner self, I destroyed my daughter.

I couldn’t go and report my lover to the po-
lice. I couldn’t even tell anyone. Who was 
going to pay for accommodation, food, 
school fees? Who was going to give me dig-
nity in the community? I decided to keep 
quiet and I told my daughter to keep quiet. 

In the process I killed my inner self, I destroyed my daughter.

I couldn’t go and report my lover to the po-
lice. I couldn’t even tell anyone. Who was 
going to pay for accommodation, food, 
school fees? Who was going to give me dig-
nity in the community? I decided to keep 
quiet and I told my daughter to keep quiet. 
In the process I killed my inner self, I destroyed my daughter.

Sexual violence / assault; rape is a 
violent sexual act committed against 
a female it could be oral, vaginal or 
anal penetration with the use of 
threat or force without the female 
consent. Rape affects survivors dif-
ferently as each individual is unique 
and responds to situations different-
ly. Rape trauma syndrome devel-
ops soon after the incident , if not 
reported and medical care sought 
the survivor can have  an acute 
rape trauma in which the survivor 

can have emotional outburst such 
as anger, guilt, embarrassment, hu-
miliation, denial, disbelief, fear, 
vengeance and suicidal ideation etc.

If not addressed professionally the 
acute phase will open  room for life 
damaging feelings that change the 
survivor’s daily life patterns. The 
survivor may experience recurring 
dreams and night mares and or irra-
tional fears ranging from social anxi-
ety (anthropophobia) and or objects. 

It should be noted that people do not 
react the same due to age, race, eth-
nicity, religion and cultural beliefs.

NATICC provides crisis inter-
vention to reduce anxiety and 
provide supportive care to sexu-
al abuse survivors by providing 
individual psychosocial therapy, 
family/ group psychosocial ther-
apy and refer to other stakehold-
ers for the continuum of care.

My neighbor is hospitalized today. Her face is swollen and bruised, they 
said her arm is broken, she cannot walk upright, and she is in pain. We 
are grateful she is alive. It was not her first time to be beaten by her hus-
band. Now and again we would hear cries from their home, she would be 
screaming from the blows and kicks from her husband. We would visit her 
latter, to calm her down, help with laundry, or fetch water for her, at times 
we would even give her food. Mainly, we would encourage her to forgive her 
husband, “for all men are the same, it rains everywhere” and maintain her 
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By Tyson Nhlabathi

marriage. Today she almost lost her life from the beating.

NATICC encourages all witnesses and survivors of 
abuse to speak up and report abusers to relevant stake-
holders. Speaking up and reporting abuse does not 
mean imprisonment for the abusers instead it can even 
help abusers to realize the damaging effects of their ac-
tions or behavior and correct them, in the process elim-
inating gender based violence. Keeping quiet may result 
to emotional trauma and continuation of the abuse.

I feel so useless, helpless, unworthy and I have lost hope 
for a happy marriage. I have been belittled and called 
all names by my wife. She said I’m not man enough 
and I’m not of her caliber. I provide for all our needs 

but it’s not enough for her. She sometimes says I’m not 
the biological father to our children and that has de-
stroyed me emotionally. She yells at me in front of our 
children friends and family. She threatens to divorce me. 
I’m emotionally drained I no longer want to be home.

I live with my maternal grandmother and family. My 
mother remarried and hardly visits me. My moth-
er has other children with her husband but I hard-
ly see my half siblings as I’m also not supposed to visit 
them where they live. My stepfather does not want to 
see me at his home as he feels I’m not his responsibili-
ty. My father’s whereabouts are unknown; I was told he 
disowned me before I was even born. My grandmother 
takes care of me well but I feel abandoned by my parents. 

Most Significant Change Stories

Marriage certificates play a pivotal role in mitigating 
family disputes in the event one of the spouses is de-
ceased. The marriage certificate is key in endorsing the 
position of a spouse within the family tree. The certifi-
cate can also help resolve disputes related to the alloca-
tion of inheritance when one of the spouses dies. 

Traditional leaders are demonstrating a lot of enthusi-
asm in dealing with customary marriage issues in their 
communities including the significance of marriage 
registration.

Issues portioning wealth in the event of a death have 
caused a lot of disputes within families as under both 
Eswatini customary law and the Marriage Act of 1964, 
married women assume the status of a minor who is 
under the care and guardianship of her husband. Both 

marriages grant men more privileges and rights. The 
Marriage Act provides that married women require the 
consent of their husbands to enter into legal contracts, 
including accessing credit from financial institutions 
and the registration of acquired land under their name.

Traditional leaders at Mchinsweni under Mantambe 
catchment area were engaged in 2018 by NATICC in 
intensive dialogues that included in-depth discussions 
on customary marriage and the importance of having 
a marriage certificate. These dialogues also included 
empowerments on Gender Based Violence (GBV), 
Children’s Protection and Welfare Act (CPWA) of 
2012 and the Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence 
(SODV) Act of 2018. The engagement with the com-
munity reflected a lot of women who did not have 
marriage certificates. After being sensitized, traditional 
leaders are now able to deal with cases where you find 
the woman staying with a man under customary mar-
riage yet there’s no marriage certificate. 

Marriage certificates key in miti-
gating family disputes

 N

 N
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In the state of emergency and partial lockdown that 
was announced by His Majesty’s Government due 
to the catastrophic corona virus, NATICC in pre-
venting the spread of coronavirus, Prevention team 
visited the catchment areas where they were distrib-
uting COVID-19 protective gear and also empow-
ered the communities on COVID-19 regulations.

Mchinsweni Indvuna Yemcuba after being sensitized 
on COVID-19 regulations, he closed informal drink-
ing spots within their locale. This was provoked by 
the regulations aired by Eswatini Government; peo-
ple should keep social distance between them and 

avoid social gathering. Indvuna after seeing that peo-
ple around his area are not following the regulations, 
he closed all informal drinking spots because when 
people are drunk they forget to follow the regulations. 

As an organization we will therefore continue to of-
fer and provide support to the government of Eswati-
ni as we try to turn the tide against the virus. We will 
work closely with our Government, Non-Government 
Organization (NGO) and CBO partners in providing 
basic preventive measures and tools such as sanitizers 
and hand washing soaps. Moreover, during the partial 
lockdown the organization will ensure that our Gender 
Based Violence (GBV) and Teenage Pregnancy (TP) pre-
vention services remain available to the public through 
telecommunications, and all our social media forums.

Traditional Leaders closed infor-
mal drinking spots

The role of the father is pivotal in family 
governance

Renowned Pastor, motivational 
speaker, and Lecturer at the Univer-
sity of Eswatini Clement Dlamini 
says that the role of the father in fam-
ily governance and general well-be-
ing is pivotal. Dlamini says that for 
the family to flourish the man has 
to contribute immensely in playing 
the role of being provider, protec-
tor and role model to the children.

Although the authority a man enjoys 
in family decision-making is influ-
enced by their personalities, society 
nonetheless dictate who is expected 
to be the dominant figure. Under 
patriarchal arrangements which is 
the case in Eswatini the husband 
fills that role. For the family to sur-
vive and operate in some measure 
of effectiveness, it must guarantee 
that certain essential tasks are per-
formed. The performance of these 

tasks cannot be left to chance.   It is 
therefore incumbent upon the hus-
band to provide for his family, pro-
vide protection and love as well as 
participate in the raising of children.

“It is the duty of the husband to en-
sure that family members have suf-
ficient food, clothing, shelter and 
also cater for their spiritual nourish-
ment” He said during a live broad-
cast the Voice of the Church (VOC).
Whereas the offspring of lower an-
imals can survive independently 
of their parents within a matter of 
days or weeks, this is not true of 
human beings. Their prolonged 
dependency dictates that that they 
be fed, clothed, and provided with 
shelter well into puberty. Through-
out the world, the family has been 
assigned the responsibility for 
shielding, protecting, sustaining 

Renowned Pastor, motivation-
al speaker, and Lecturer at the 
University of Eswatini Clement 
Dlamini 

 N

By Kenneth Makhanya
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Proper socialization of the boy child is essential in the 
fight against GBV
Pastor Clement Dlamini has en-
couraged men to ensure that their 
conduct is exemplary to their chil-
dren as they tend to replicate the 
behaviour of their parents later on 
in their lives. He said that children 
learn more effectively when they see 
an action being performed by their 
parents. It is therefore imperative for 
the parents to be positive role mod-
els to their children.

Sociologist James W. Vander Zan-
den provides in-depth analysis of 
the evolution of the human species. 
He says “In comparison with other 
species, we enter the world as amaz-
ingly ‘unfinished’ beings. We are not 
born human, but become human 
only in the course of interaction 
with other people. Our humanness 
is a social product that arises in the 
course of socialization – a process 
of social interaction by which peo-
ple acquire the knowledge, attitudes, 

values, and behaviours essential for 
effective participation in society. By 
virtue of socialization, a mere bi-
ological organism becomes trans-
formed into a person – a genuine 
social being”.
Dlamini said that children learn 
more effectively when they witness 
certain actions being performed by 
the people they regard as role mod-
els who are usually the parents. ‘As 
you show affection to your spouse 
the children will learn that openly 
showing affection to your partner is 
acceptable human behaviour.  But if 
you exhibit violent behaviour when 
resolving problems within the fami-
ly, they will internalise that violence 
is the best way to resolve issues with 
your partner.’

It is therefore imperative for parents 
to be positive role models to their 
children by demonstrating appro-
priate behaviour that children will 

emulate later on in their lives. It is 
very easy for children to emulate 
behaviour that they have witnessed 
than replicating what they have read 
in books which is usually in the 
context of overseas countries that 
have different cultures. Communi-
cation between parents and children 
should be an integral part of family 
life. Through communication we are 
able to transmit information, ideas, 
attitudes, and mental states to one 
another.

Pastor Dlamini then gravitated to 
the emotional effects of domestic 
violence within the household. ‘As 
you physically abuse their moth-
er children do not feel the physi-
cal pain you inflict on their mom 
but they develop emotional scars 
that are very hard to heal.’ He said. 
Children who are raised in an abu-
sive environment tend to become 
abusers themselves later on in their 
adulthood.

Men should embrace the success of their wives

Pastor Clement Dlamini has urged 
men to accept that their wives can 
be more successful that they are. In 
our contemporary society a lot of 
woman are occupying powerful po-
sitions which has made most men 
uncomfortable. Women today are 
earning more than their male coun-

terparts which has threatened the 
role of the men of being provider in 
the household.

Dlamini said men need to view and 
embrace the success of their wives 
as a positive for family well-being. 
He made reference to the Holy Bi-

ble in the book of proverbs 31 which 
says that a wife of noble character 
considers a field and buys it out of 
her earnings. This piece of scripture 
illustrates that a noble wife has the 
ability to accumulate wealth for the 
family. ‘ The husband should there-
fore encourage the wife to accumu-
late wealth as this will benefit the 
whole family’ He said.

and otherwise maintaining chil-
dren. Moreover, the family pro-

vides an important window for en-
tering into intimate, constant, face 

to face contact with other people.

 N
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4 Jul Sat International Day of Cooperatives
11 Jul Sat World Population Day
12 Jul Sun Malala Day
15 Jul Wed World Youth Skills Day
18 Jul Sat Nelson Mandela International Day
22 Jul   Wed     Eswatini: Birthday of the late King Sobhuza II
28 Jul Tue World Hepatitis Day
30 Jul Thu International Day of Friendship
9 Aug Sun International Day of the World's Indigenous People
12 Aug Wed International Youth Day
19 Aug Wed World Humanitarian Day
29 Aug Sat International Day against Nuclear Tests
8 Sep Tue International Literacy Day
10 Sep Thu World Suicide Prevention Day
15 Sep Tue International Day of Democracy
21 Sep Mon International Day of Peace
27 Sep Sun World Tourism Day
28 Sep Mon World Rabies Day
29 Sep Tue World Heart Day
1 Oct Thu International Day of Older Persons
2 Oct Fri International Day of Non-Violence
5 Oct Mon World Habitat Day
5 Oct Mon World Teachers' Day
8 Oct Thu World Sight Day
9 Oct Fri World Post Day
10 Oct Sat World Mental Health Day
11 Oct Sun International Day of the Girl Child
13 Oct Tue International Day for Disaster Reduction
16 Oct Fri World Food Day
17 Oct Sat International Day for the Eradication of Poverty
24 Oct Sat World Development Information Day
24 Oct Sat United Nations Day
27 Oct Tue World Day for Audiovisual Heritage
29 Oct Thu World Stroke Day
10 Nov Tue World Science Day for Peace and Development
12 Nov Thu World Pneumonia Day
13 Nov Fri World Kindness Day
14 Nov Sat World Diabetes Day
15 Nov Sun World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims
16 Nov Mon International Day for Tolerance
19 Nov Thu World Philosophy Day
20 Nov Fri Africa Industrialization Day
20 Nov Fri Universal Children's Day
21 Nov Sat World Television Day
1 Dec Tue World AIDS Day
2 Dec Wed International Day for the Abolition of Slavery
3 Dec Thu International Day of Persons with Disabilities
5 Dec Sat World Soil Day



Authors/Contributors Thank You
Ms Siphesihle Myeza - Author
Ms Nomile Simelane - Author
Ms Verna Mamba - Author
Ms Sisana Mngometulu
Mr Hlonipha Mkhwanazi - Author
Mr Bonga Myeni - Author
Mr Mthobisi Ncongwane - Visual  Editor/Author
Mr Tyson T. Nhlabathi -  Design & Photography/Editor
Mr Kenneth Makhanya - Content Editor 
Mr Sisekelo Nzima - Final Approval  

            

Each person who shared a story has contributed to the 
improvement of NATICC’s programs and work in Es-

watini. Much appreciation goes to the social media team 
for their effort in completing the first issue of the year.

AIDS            Acquired Immune-deficiency Syndrome
CA            Catchment Area
CBV            Community Based Volunteer
COVID-19        Corona Virus Disease of 2019
CPWA            Children’s Protection and Welfare Act
DCS            Domestic Violence, Child Protection and Sexual Offences Unit
DFEF            De frieEvangeliskeForsamlinger
DPMO               Deputy Prime Minister’s Office
DSW                   Department of SocialWelfare
ED                       Executive Director
FC                       Family Conferencing
FGM                      Free Gospel Mission
GBV            Gender-based Violence
HIV            Human Immune Virus
ICT                     Information, Communications and Technology
IWD                   International Women’s Day
LLSG                  Litsemba Lami Support Group
NDP                   National Development Plan
NATICC             Nhlangano AIDS Training, Information and Counselling Centre
NGO            Non-governmental Organization
NORAD             Norwegian Agency for development Cooperation
REPS                  Royal Eswatini Police Services
SODV            Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence Act
SRHR            Sexual Reproductive Health Rights
STEM                    Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
SSDIG                   Strategy for Sustainable Development and Inclusive Growth
SWAGAA             Eswatini Action Group Against Abuse
TP            Teenage Pregnancy
TPP                    Teenage Pregnancy Prevention
UN                         United Nations
UNESWA             University of Eswatini
VAC                    Violence Against Child
WISET                  Women in Science, Engineering and Technology
WWI                  First World War
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Shiselweni Region located at Bethes-
da Mission, corner of Sililo Avenue, 
Ndvungunye Street

P.O. BOX 1683, NHLANGANO, SWAZILAND
TEL: 22079797, FAX: 22079796
EMAIL: info@naticc.org.sz
WEBSITE: www.naticc.org.sz
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