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      Our Mission

Is to empower the people of Eswatini 
with relevant information and life skills 
in order to deal with the problem and 
threat posed by the Gender Based Vio-
lence (GBV) & HIV/AIDS Pandemic.

       Our Vision

Is to reduce the incident of Gender Based Vi-
olence (GBV) and HIV/AIDS among Swazis by 
promoting a change in culture that promotes 
Gender Based Violence (GBV) and HIV/AIDS Pan-
demic.
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Eswatini is still struggling with health service delivery despite all efforts by a lot of Non-Govern-
mental Organizations (NGOs). Adolescent pregnancy is a complex issue that requires a communi-
ty-wide solution. Anyone who influences young people—or cares about their health and futures—
can play a role in preventing teen pregnancy.

The NATICC program utilises a three-pronged approach in order to prevent teenage pregnancy 
in Eswatini: Skills development; Sexuality education; and improved access to sexual reproductive 
health services.

Family Conferencing must be voluntary on t he part of the Facilitator who most of the time is a social worker 
or parasocial worker and the family.
The parents and Family member’s agreement to the conference must be based upon truly informed consent. 
This is also true for children 12 years of age and older.
The family’s role as the primary decision-makers should be reinforced at every step.
The impartiality and neutrality (real and perceived) of the facilitator is a key element in family’s feeling of 
autonomy and empowerment.
Child safety and the safety of all participants is of paramount importance and concern.
Preparation is a vital component to successful outcomes.
The family should have all the necessary information they need to make informed decisions for their child/
children.
The family must have as much time as they need to meet in private to make decisions.
The facilitator must understand that if the plan meets the safety and protection needs of the child/children, 
they are obliged to agree to and implement the plan
The child’s interests are paramount.

....to be continued on the following publication.

The Family conferencing principles

E D I TO R I A L
We hope for the speedy implementation of The National Strategy to End Violence in Swaziland 2017 – 2022 
which is an all-encompassing approach in the fight against all forms of violence against women and girls. We 
also appreciate the gusto that has been demonstrated by the Judiciary in implementing the Sexual Offences 
and Domestic Violence (SODV) Act of 2018. We believe that this piece of legislation will act as a deterrent 
to would be offenders and hence lead to a violence free Eswatini. May I take this opportunity to thank you 
everyone who contributed in the publication of Issue 2. The Editor, Tyson Nhlabathi.
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Student Placement GalleryStudents from schools around Nhlangano had the rare opportunity of partak-
ing in a job shadow program. This program is aimed at developing youth pro-
fessional capital in the kingdom of Eswatini. The program is a brain child of 
Junior Achievement Eswatini. The program exposes students to the daily oper-
ations of a real time workplace as well as the duties and responsibilities of var-
ious departments thereof. The attached students were from Dwaleni, Man-
tambe, Nkhungwini, Nzongomane and Mbukwane High school respectively.

 The job shadow program enabled students to have first-hand work experience and a 
practical feel of the work environment so that they can be better entrepreneurs and make 
informed career choices. The week commenced with an in-depth orientation for the stu-
dents. They were then attached to various departments within the organization where 
they performed diverse duties and responsibilities. The week ended with the students 
compiling a detailed report outlining their experiences and the future career paths they 
intend to follow. Their scope of work included empowering them with entrepreneurship 
as well as doing practical hand work. They were also equipped with presentation skills.

A couple of other organizations within the region supported the program by opening 
their doors to students. The organizations that hosted the students included Nhlan-
gano Town Council and Eswatini Youth Council (ENYC). Ten students in two of our 
catchment area (CA) schools were attached at ENYC, where there were engaged in 
all the activities that were scheduled for them within the organization, and 5 stu-
dents were attached at Nhlangano Town Council where they were also attached in 
various departments of the organization which included environmental, Town en-
gineer, finance. Updates were uploaded on social media for all the daily activities.

On the last day of the attachment NATICC Collaborated with JA, ENYC, Nhlangano 
Town Council, for the certification ceremony which was held at NATICCs conference 
room. Present on the day, were representatives from all the four organizations includ-
ing Executive Directors, senior management and staff as well as all the students. Each 
group of students were given an opportunity to do a presentation on their experienc-
es. They were then awarded with certificates and gift hampers which were the SODV 
(Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence 2018) CPWA (Child Protection and Welfares 
Act of 2012) pens and key holders with messages of teenage pregnancy reduction as 
well as GBV brochure’s from NATICC.  It was a very successful event and had media 
coverage from the national radio station, through current news and national news.  

NATICC hosT sTudeNTs IN job shAdow progrAm
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From left to right: NATICC Social Work-
er Volunteer Zuziwe Simelane and 
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On the 19th October, 2019 Junior Achievement hosted 
the regional expo where five schools within our catch-
ment area which are Nzongomane, Mantambe, Mbuk-
wane, Nkhungwini and Dwaleni showcased their prod-
ucts as a component for economic empowerment in 
the region, Makhosini high school was not represented 
in the expo reason being that they didn’t submit their 

business plan which was a qualifying criteria for the 
expo. The schools displayed their products and judg-
es together with the team from NATICC visited their 
stall before they presented and marketed their products. 

There were 10 schools from the Shiselweni region and 5 of 
the schools were the ones that were supported by NATICC. 

dwaleni high school showcased a wonder cooker which was manufac-
tured using recycled products and it was an energy saver, as it was used 
to cook food that take time to be ready they had sampled with beans 
which they say all you need was to add boiling water in the pot and to 
the beans put it inside the wonder cooker and after hours the beans 
would be ripe and its other advantage was that it needed no one to be 
around for monitoring and there is no spillage and can be put anywhere.

mbukwane high showcased a vertical garden, this kind of garden 
is movable and can be kept indoors and outdoors  vegetables and 
herbs can be planted in their product and their target market were 
those who were in residing in rented flats where there is no land for 
vegetable garden . 

Nzongomane high showcased products that were made from con-
crete which included vases, vegetable dishes and bar stools, through 
their savings and earnings they were able to do a social responsibility, 
they identified a destitute student within their school and they donat-
ed school uniform which included shoes, shirt, jersey and trousers.

mantambe high showcased a glue product which they 
said it was made from paraffin and polythene, they have 
two brands one for shoes and the other one is wood glue.

Nkhungwini high showcased a floor polish which have a variety of 
brands they have plain polish, perfumed polish and another one had 
a certain chemical that kill mosquitos, they have sold their product 
with a turnover of E5000.00 and their main customer was their own 
school, and they have also penetrated their Market in the Lubombo re-
gion where there is a great hype of malaria fever caused by mosquitos..  

AChIevemeNTs of YouNg eNTrepreNeurs reCogNIzed 
AT jA regIoNAl exhIbITIoN expo

Two of our schools namely Nzongomane and Mantambe were able to scoop position 2 and three and they won 
trophies which were a great achievement to the project.

projeCT Co-ordINATor 
doNATes e1000

On the 17th of September 2019 the Project Co-coor-
dinator Mr Helge Nupen had a face to face field visit 
with the survivor at Nhlangano, his visit was basical-
ly on getting more information if the survivor was 
benefiting in any way from being part of the Litsem-
ba Lami support group, and she had an opportuni-
ty to see the new born baby and their conversation 
ended with a prayer. On the 20th of September 2018 
Mr Nupen visited a 14 year old survivor at Maham-
ba. The 14 year old is currently heavily pregnant. The 
father of the child who is the perpetrator is currently 
serving his 15 year sentence in Jail. The aim of the 
Project Co coordinator’s visit was to get informa-
tion from the source. The one on one conversations 

with the survivors allowed the Coordinator to get all the 
information from the horse’s mouth. After the survivor 
had related her touching story Mr Nupen and his family 
donated a sum of E1000.00 which was to be used to buy 
clothes for the coming baby Yenzokuhle a name mean-
ing the child must do good things. Social workers bought 
the clothes and it was delivered at the survivor’s home.

From left to right: NATICC Social Worker Volunteer Zuziwe 
Simelane and Nzongomane High School student Nonto-
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NATICC has continued to collaborate with other partners 
in the fight against GBV in the Shiselweni region. On the 
16th day of August, NATICC in collaboration with HC4 
conducted a community dialogue at Ondiyaneni Chiefdom. 
The dialogue targeted only males. The men were enlight-
ened about the SODV Act of 2008. As the main perpetrators 
of sexual violence against children the men were empow-
ered on offences involving children and the punitive mea-
sures thereof. The dialogue focused on the indecent treat-
ment of children, maintaining a sexual relationship with a 
child, sexual grooming of children, abduction and marrying 
of a child or placing them in a situation akin to marriage.

Incest is still a hot topic in the dialogues as one man highlighted 
that incest has been practised in the olden days and the SODV 
is ruining this culture. He said incest helps in continuing the 
family lineage and reserve wealth within the family hence in 
the olden days women were made to marry their relatives. 
The SODV states that a person who engages in an act of sex-
ual penetration or attempts an act of sexual penetration with 
an offspring, sibling, parent, or grandparent of that person 
commits the offence of incest and shall on conviction be liable 
to serve lengthy jail terms of up to 25 years or pay hefty fines. 

“Why it is that children abuse their parents and no one notic-
es but when the parent start to punish the child, the law takes 
its course?” was one of the questions asked by Mr Khala Nx-
umalo. The CPWA of 2012 permits the discipline of children. 
Section 14 subsection 2 of the CPWA clearly stipulates that a 
child should be disciplined in accordance with his age, phys-

Nkhungwini Chiefdom Representative Headman 
Mr Dlamini addressing the crowd during the ple-
nary.

Nkhungwini Chiefdom Representative Headman 
Mr Dlamini addressing the crowd during the ple-
nary.

NATICC is implementing a project focused on giv-
ing hope and restoration to sexual abuse survivors 
aged between 10-18 years  through a  support group 
called “Litsemba Lami “. The purpose of the support 
group is to provide a platform for survivors to share 
their experiences and help each other in the healing 
process as well as coping with the effects of the abuse. 
The program fosters survivors of abuse intellectu-
al, social, and emotional competency development. 
The support group helps survivors to deal with the pain, 
shame, isolation, regrets and self blames typical to survi-
vor’s abuse. The support group also helps members to deal 
with the consequences of sexual abuse, some of which 
are: substance abuse, post-traumatic stress disorder, poor 
coping skills disorder, anti-social behaviors, depres-
sion, anxiety, future victimization and low self- esteem.

The objectives of the support group are:
•  To empower survivors with coping strategies.
•  To provide an environment for continuous and effec-

tive healing process for members.
•  To be subjected to educational Programme that will 
help them cope with the situation and develop self-re-
covery 
•  To be involved in the advocacy

Currently the group has nineteen who attend the ses-
sions every forth night for twelve sessions including 
a graduation that will be held in the 1st week of De-
cember 2019. There are eighteen girls and one male 
survivor. Facilitators are social workers and, psy-
chologists within the organization and other stake-
holders for SRHR issues, economic empowerment, 
legislations and activism. Two of our survivors are at-
tending Antenatal care (ANC) and one (1) have giv-
en birth to a bouncing baby girl who got a blessing 
from the Project Coordinator’s visit for supporting.
It is worth noting that the support group is held in a 
safe and welcoming environment.  

Nkhungwini Chiefdom Representative Headman Mr Dlamini addressing the crowd during the plenary.

AChIevemeNTs of YouNg eNTrepreNeurs reCogNIzed 
AT jA regIoNAl exhIbITIoN expo
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NATICC pArTNers wITh hC4 IN 
The fIghT AgAINsT gbv
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 On the 7th of August, HC4 invited NATICC to another dialogue at kaGwegwe Chiefdom where women from 
different community corporative were gathered. HC4 was facilitating on HIV prevention including condom us-
age and the usage of the oral HIV test. NATICC facilitated on GBV and SODV act facilitated by Ms Khulile 
Mkhonta and  Mr Mduduzi Nkonyane who touched on family governance which included what  parents need 
to do as heads of households to ensure that there is a healthy relationship it the family. The parents were also 
empowered on the CPWA which talks about children’s rights. Ms Khulile Mkhonta clarified to them on who is 
referred as a child according to the Act. The act specifies that a child is any person under the age of eighteen (18).   

It seemed as if the people of kaGwegwe didn’t have 
much knowledge about the SODV as most of what 
they were sensitized on was new to them.  The par-
ents were so much interested on the SODV since it 
is something they heard about and they were happy 
that they are finally hearing it from people who are 
well versed when it comes to the laws of the coun-
try. One woman even said that they were not aware 
that sleeping with a minor is a punishable offense 
according to the SODV Act and the sentences were 
very shocking to them.  They were also excited 
about the GBV topic since it was an eye opener to 
them and they can now tell if they are being abused. 

Unlawful stalking also raised questions in this di-
alogue since it has been discovered that people confuse it with courting. One participant asked if it is an offence 
to court a girl who is above eighteen and she keeps on refusing. The participant was told that as long as he is 
following the girl without her consent he is stalking her. The SODV in section 10 states that unlawful stalking is 
a conduct directed to a person, which consists one or more of the following or similar types of acts. If all the acts 

Nkhungwini Chiefdom Representative Headman Mr Dlamini 
addressing the crowd during the plenary.

Nkhungwini Chiefdom Representative Headman Mr 
Dlamini addressing the crowd during the plenary.

ical, psychological, emotional, and mental condition 
and no discipline is justifiable if the child is of tender 
age or otherwise the child is incapable of understanding 
the purpose if the discipline.  Ondiyaneni parents still 
need more sensitization on the CPWA of 2012 more es-

pecially on the rights and responsibilities of children.
It has been noted with concern that men in the com-
munity have the mentality that the SODV was made 
to oppress men but they were given assurance that 
the SODV protects every citizen of the country. 

listed below cause reasonable apprehension or fear to 
the stalked person is considered as unlawful stalking. 
Any person who unlawfully stalks another person 
commits an offense and shall on conviction be liable to 
pay a fine not exceeding twenty thousand Emalangeni 
or a term of imprisonment not exceeding 10 years or 
both.
 

The actions are as follows: 
i.   Following, loitering near, watching or approaching a 
nnnperson.
ii.  Contacting a person in any way, including but not 
,kklimited to by telephone, mail, fax, email or through 
hhhuse of technology.
iii. Loitering near, watching, approaching or entering a 
jjjjjplace where a person lives, works or visits.

iv. Leaving offensive material where it will be found by, 
hhgiven to or brought to the attention of a person.
v.  Giving offensive material to a person directly or 
kkindirectly.
vi. An intimidating or harassing or threatening acts 
kkagainst a person whether or not involving a threat of                                                                                                                                               
     violence or a threat of violence.
vii. An act of violence, or a threat of violence, against 
the property of anyone including the defendant, without 
kkklawful excuse or legally justifiable reasons.
NATICC acknowledges the power of written knowledge; 
hence they hand out free copies of the SODV and CPWA 
to attendees after the dialogues. The women of kaGwegwe 
were also presented with these copies for their own refer-
ence other than the officers taking the knowledge with them.

TITle here
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NATICC’s interventions in communities proved to be 
very important and this time around they were mostly 
appreciated by Mr Ntjalintjali who is Indvuna at Mbe-
ka Umphakatsi. Mr Ntjalintjali stated that the interven-
tions are much needed in his community more espe-
cially to the youth since they engage themselves in the 
offenses that are listed in the SODV mentioned that ab-
duction is a common practice amongst the youth in his 
community. He raised this after Mr Nkonyane touched 
on abduction which is considered as an offense in the 
act.  The act states that abduction means unlawfully tak-
ing a child out of the control of the custodian of that 
child or a person in charge of that child with the in-
tention of performing a sexual act or sexual violation 
with that child. It is also taking a child for the purpos-
es of harmful rituals, sacrifices or any other unlawful 
purpose.  Any person who commits an act of abduction 
commits an offense and shall on conviction be liable 
to a term of imprisonment not exceeding fifteen years.
Mr Nkonyane also touched on general sexual offenc-
es which included rape, incest and unlawful stalking. 
Rape was clearly defined as per the SODV Act. He 
highlighted that rape is very complex it is not just force-
ful penetration only  but it also includes sleeping with 
a person who is incapable in law to appreciate the na-
ture of the sexual act  for example when the person is 
asleep or unconscious.  Sleeping with a person who 
is under the influence of any medicine, drug, alcohol 
or other substance to the extent that the conscious-
ness of that person or judgement is adversely affect-
ed is considered as rape as per the act.  The act also 
states that a sexual act with a mentally disabled person 
or a person below that age of eighteen is an offence.
 Majority of the attendees admitted that this is new 
to them since they perceived rape as the use of phys-
ical power to have a sexual act with a person. Sleep-
ing with a person who is under the age of eighteen 

also raised questions during the dialogue like “if a 
minor initiates an intercourse with an adult and they 
end up committing the sexual act, who is arrested in 
that case?’. Mr Nkonyane made it clear that the adult 
is the one who is arrested since a child is not in a po-
sition of consenting to such an act. He further men-
tioned that the adult is supposed to protect the minor 
by not agreeing to have the sexual act with the child.
 Lastly Ms Khulile Mkhonta concluded the dialogue 
by a summary of all the offenses and their sentences 
which differs with the age of the victim, the young-
er the victim the stiffer the sentence. The sentences 
also depend on whether the perpetrator is a first time 
offender or not. If the perpetrator is not as first time 
offender the sentence is stiffer than the one of a first 
time offender. This shocked everyone and they even 
said they are too harsh so it should be upon each and 
every individual to refrain from any of the offenses 
to be on the safer side.  NATICC was asked to come 
back and elaborate more on other issues and they said 
they will invite those who didn’t make it on this day. 

rApe Is CleArlY defINed AT 
mbekA umphAkATsI

Parents who knowingly allow perpetrators to sexually 
violate children will now face the wrath of the law. Sec-
tion 13 sub section 2 (d) of the SODV Act of 2018 states 
that if you allow or permit the commission of sexual acts 
or sexual violations by any person with a child while be-
ing the primary care giver, parent, foster parent, kinship 
caregiver, temporary safe caregiver, guardian or curators 
of that child or for any reason has power, possession, 
custody or control over the child that person can be 
charged with the offence of commercial sexual exploita-
tion. The law states that a person who commits this of-
fence shall on conviction be liable to pay a fine not ex-
ceeding one hundred thousand Emalangeni or to a term 
of imprisonment not exceeding twenty years or both.
The dialogue on this subject was prompted by a ques-
tion that was posed by one of the parents during a com-
munity dialogue that was conducted at Kamzizi Chief-
dom. The parent enquired if it was okay for a parent 
to accept groceries or monetary gifts from someone 
who is having a sexual relationship with a child. It is 
common practice in many communities in the coun-
try for financially endowed men to be allowed to have 
sexually relationships with children. Most parents al-
low this unacceptable practice because of the promise 
of financial and other rewards. The facilitators referred 
the parents to the above mentioned portion of the law. 
 The CPWA of 2012 was also extensively discussed in 
this dialogue and the CPO emphasized on child reg-
istration which is a provision of the CPWA in Part 3 

(6) which states that a child has a right to be registered 
within 3 months of birth whether a child is born alive 
or still born. Upon hearing this one of the partici-
pants asked that who is the rightful person to register 
a child if both parents of the child died before regis-
tration of the child.  Mr Makhanya advised the partici-
pant to consult the maternal side of the child’s family to 
find someone who can help in the child’s registration.
 The community councillor Mr Mamba thanked NAT-
ICC for the clarity as many people with a similar prob-
lem have approached him. He said the knowledge he 
has gained will assist him and he will pass it to others 
who need help pertaining child registration. The peo-
ple of kaMzizi were then presented with copies of the 
interpreted CPWA each and four copies of the SODV 
which were presented to the council. They were ad-
vised to read and discuss the SODV each time they 
have a meeting and of course they are allowed too note 
down their question and ask them in the next dialogue.
In closing Mr Mamba thanked NATICC for the remark-
able change that they are bringing to people’s lives and he 
said it is his wish that they reach out to even more chief-
doms just like they are doing to them. He further urged 
the present community members to take note of what 
was being said to them so that NATICC’s efforts cannot 
be in vain.  He also asked them to behave like people who 
have knowledge and he said he hopes that no one will be 
charged with any of the offences at KaMzizi chiefdom.

ACCepTINg gIfTs from perpeTrATors Could lANd pAreNTs IN 
jAIl
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NATICC Child Protection Officer Kenneth 
Makhanya enlightening  Mchinsweni commu-
nity on the SODV Act of 2018.

Parents and caregivers at Mchinsweni Chiefdom under Shiselweni 
1 constituency are demonstrating above average understanding of 
key child protection and human rights legislations in the country. 
This is a result of continuous community sensitization dialogues 
that were conducted by NATICC since the beginning of the year 
2019. The community sensitization dialogues focused on emerging 
trends on GBV, TPP, SODV Act of 2018 and CPWA of 2012. On the 
17th day of July 2019 NATICC conducted its concluding dialogue 
at Mchinsweni. The dialogue was graced by the presence of Man-
tambe Constituency Headman Mr Bhekisisa Dludlu, members 
of the Inner Council (Bandla Ncane) and community members. 

As stipulated by the organization’s facilitation manual, the final di-
alogue is aimed at gauging the level of knowledge amongst parents 
and caregivers. Knowledge testing is done through the use of sev-
eral tools which include a post-test that is conducted amongst the 
parents. Scoring during the test then gives the organization an in-
dication on progress that has been made in increasing knowledge. 

NATICC Psychologist Ms Khulile Mkhonta conducted the 
post-test and Mantambe community showed that they have be-
ing greatly empowered on the SODV Act of 2018 although it’s 
a relatively new Act that was enacted last year to provide peace 
binding to help mitigate the effects of domestic violence with-
in a family and safe guard basic human rights for Emaswati. 

mChINsweNI umphAkATsI demoNsTrATes Above AverAge 
uNdersTANdINg of keY legIslATIoNs

NATICC Prevention Officer Mduduzi Nkonyane 
empowering the parents on GBV and CPWA 2012 
during the .

NATICC had a dialogue at Masibini Umphakatsi un-
der Maseyisini Catchment area, it was the third visit 
and the facilitations were on the SODV Act by CPO Mr 
Kenneth Makhanya and GBV by Prevention Officer Ms 
Khulile Mkhonta. On this dialogue NATICC was joined 
by three students from Nzongomane High school who 
were doing job shadowing under the JA programme. 
The CPO spoke candidly on section 77 of the SODV 
Act of 2018. This section of the Act focuses on do-
mestic violence and punishments for people who are 
found to be on the wrong side of this law. The com-
munity members were strongly advised against com-
mitting any of the offenses listed in the section as 
consequences are dire. A person who is convicted of 
an offence under this section is liable to pay a fine not 
exceeding seventy five thousand Emalangeni or a term 
of imprisonment not exceeding fifteen years or both. 
 The parents and caregivers were then furnished with 
a copies of the interpreted CPWA of 2012. The Chief-
dom Inner Council was also furnished with copies of 
the SODV Act of 2018 for referral purposes. They were 
advised to continuously read the act during commu-
nity meetings so that they can constantly update their 
knowledge and avoid being on the wrong side of the 
law. The CPO also highlighted the high incidences of 
child abuse in Eswatini and the numbers that keep es-

mAsIbINI umphAkATsI wArNed 
AbouT sTIff seNTeNCes for 
perpeTrATors of domesTIC 
vIoleNCe

NATICC Child Protection Officer Kenneth Makhanya 
enlightening  Masibini community on the SODV Act of 
2018.

calating daily. The Shiselweni region is one of the re-
gions that have a high incidence of child abuse cases. 
Community members still demonstrate dissatisfactions 
about the SODV especially the processes that are involved 
in the promulgation of laws. A majority of men still argue 
that that the SODV oppresses men and favours females. 
Almost all the men during the meeting were in unani-
mous agreement and were being supported by a section 
of women. More sensitization sessions are still necessary 
for the community. There is also the disturbing belief 
amongst community members that the high number of 
femicides in the country are an outcome of the SODV. 
In his closing remarks the Indvuna yemphakatsi Mr 
Nhlabatsi thanked NATICC prevention officers for giv-
ing themselves time and come to their Umphakatsi and 
empower them about the SODV. He then urged the com-
munity members to take note of what is being said because 
many have been charged with the SODV. He also advised 
NATICC to go to other chiefdoms and preach the SODV.

Making his remarks during the event Constituency Headman Mr Bhekisisa Dludlu shared on how helpful the sen-
sitizations were. He alluded to the fact that the SODV will ensure that perpetrators receive stiffer sentences which 
will translate to survivors having access to legal recourse and justice. The Constituency Headman also emphasized 
that the enactment of the law comes in the midst of serious violence against innocent little girls and women in the 
country. Almost every day the country wakes to heinous sexual crimes against vulnerable little girls and women.

The consequences of child sexual violence are profound 
to the victims, their families and friends. While any form 
of victimization is stressful, rape may have particularly 
devastating effect on the self-image, sense of indepen-
dence, and overall emotional well-being long after any 
physical injuries have healed. The emotional scars may 
remain with the survivors for a very long time or even 
a lifetime. Emotional consequences may vary from one 
child to the other but the bottom line is that they may 
struggle with the emotional trauma for the rest of their 
lives which is a very sad and disturbing reality. One of 
the most profound losses of all is the loss of childhood.
NATICC will continue empowering communities on gen-
der based violence, teenage pregnancy prevention, sexual 
reproductive health and right. Creating awareness and pre-
venting violence or abuse will always be our number priority.



Most Significant Change/ Success Testimonials

Building Relationships Endurance and Dignity                                                                          1716                        Building Relationships Endurance and Dignity

Violence against children in Eswatini has persistently continued to be a national epidemic that has deprived 
children of the liberty to grow up in a safe space where they can well develop and realize their full potential. 
As the rate of cases of sexual violence against children continue to rise unabated in Eswatini, young girls live 
in constant fear of the unknown as unscrupulous men continuously prey on their vulnerability and frailty. 

Neliswa *not her real name* is a 15 year old teenager who is currently doing her secondary school in one of the 
high schools in the catchment areas. She lives with her biological mother and the perpetrator who happens to be 
her step father in one of the communities in the catchment areas. The survivor was lured into staying with the 
perpetrator by the promise of a better education and other available amenities which were otherwise not avail-
able in her former residence. This was temporary relief and escape for the little girl from the many predicaments 
she faced with whilst residing with her unemployed biological father.  The survivor started staying in her new 
residence at the beginning of the year 2018 after graduating from primary school. The perpetrator is said to have 
started making sexual advances to the teenage girl towards the end of the year. According to Neliswa, her step dad 
would occasionally make sexually offensive comments and gestures which she did not take seriously. The teenager 
did not report the matter to her mom for fear of being rebuked and potentially damaging her mom’s marriage. 
‘
On one sad afternoon the perpetrator is said to have embarked on his evil plan. He is said to have asked for 
a gum the teenager was allegedly chewing before forcefully grabbing, fondling and inserting his tongue 
in her mouth in a bid to grab the gum. Relating her ordeal before the Nhlangano Principal Magistrate’s 
Court the tearful teenager said she screamed for help but no one was around at the time. “When mom re-
turned from work in the evening I reported the matter to her” she said with tears streaming down her 
cheeks. The mother is said to have advised Neliswa to never utter a word to anyone about the matter as it 
was going to bring shame to the perpetrator and the family. After extended hushed deliberations between 
the mom and her mother in law a family meeting was ultimately convened and the perpetrator was ordered 
to apologize to survivor. After apologizing all parties were ordered to keep the matter a close family secrete. 
After learning about the work that NATICC does in the communities through national radio, a disgruntled brother 
to the perpetrator contacted NATICC and divulged details of the matter. NATICC then proceeded to visit Neliswa 
at school where she was interviewed by the Child Protection Officer and Case Worker. After some mild interroga-
tion about the alleged abuse the teenager disclosed the details of her ordeal. During the interview there were sever-
al breaks as the teenager would occasionally break down and sob bitterly. The matter was then reported to the po-
lice and a case of sexual abuse under the Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence (SODV) Act of 2018 was opened.
Before the commencement of the case in court the Department of Social Welfare (DSW) was also roped 
in to ensure that the survivor was taken to a place of safety. Section 24 of the Children’s protection and Wel-
fare Act (CPWA) of 2012 mandates the department to seek placement for children in need of care. After care-
ful consideration and assessment the child was placed in a place where she felt safe and protected. She now re-
sides with her step grandmother in a community in the Shiselweni Region. She still attends the same school 
and her progress at school is being closely monitored. She has also been connected with the Deputy Head 
Techer in the same school who has promised to provide a shoulder to cry on and constant monitoring. 

The matter was eventually heard at the Principal Magistrate’s Court in Nhlangano where the perpetra-
tor pleaded guilty to a charge of inspiring the belief of sexual assault and was found guilty as charged 
as per his own plea. He was sentenced to 5 years imprisonment and given the option to pay a fine of 
E10, 000 which he paid. The survivor is currently receiving trauma counselling from NATICC and 
has been referred to the psychiatric referral hospital for further assessment by a Clinical Psychologist.

NATICC will relentlessly save vulnerable, innocent and helpless little souls. 

NATICC sAves TeeNAge gIrl from ImmINeNT rApe
“I am a woman who had a customary marriage and I had a problem with my 
husband whenever I tell him about the importance of our marriage certificate. 
He did not take me seriously and you find that sometimes we end up fighting 
because of that. A friend of mine told me about NATICC’s facilitations which are 
conducted at Nkhungwini community. I then attended the following facilitation 
and its where they taught us about the dangers of not having a marriage cer-
tificate and the importance of having one. When I returned home, I shared the 
lessons to my husband and the following morning he decided we should go and 
register our marriage certificate. I am now a legal wife with a marriage certifi-
cate. I would like to advise every woman who doesn’t have a marriage certificate 
to have one. NATICC, the work that you are doing is wonderful. May the Lord 
bless you as you continue to help Swazi citizens.”

“I am Mrs Mhlanga, I had a customary marriage and I did not have a marriage 
certificate. After NATICC had visited our community where they conducted a 
parent’s dialogue I was helped and the following week my husband and I went to 
Home Affairs and registered our marriage certificate, I now own one. It’s just a 
constant reminder to those who do not have marriage certificates to register for 
it. I appreciate NATICC’s facilitations it helps us a lot, may NATICC continue 
with the sensitization in every community.”

“At times I wonder whether the other chiefdoms are blessed as us, that NATICC 
keeps coming back to help the people of Nkhungwini with their problems and 
educate on the Acts that the country has. God has blessed this chiefdom, once 
the NATICC office celebrated the women’s day at Nkhungwini which shows that 
God loves this chiefdom. I am disappointed with the turn out but we hope next 
time people will show up. God bless you and the work you do as NATICC in the 
country of Eswatini.”

Make Mhlanga LaDladla at 
Nkhungwini Chiefdom

Make Mhlanga at
 Nkhungwini Chiefdom

Make Mkhonta Inkhosikati 
at Nkhungwini Chiefdom
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Each person who shared a story has contributed 
to the improvement of NATICC’s programs and 
work in Eswatini.
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AIDS            Acquired Immune-deficiency Syndrome
CA            Catchment Area
CBV            Community Based Volunteer
CIA            Central Intelligence Agency
CPO            Child Protection Officer
CPWA            Children’s Protection and Welfare Act
DCS            Domestic Violence, Child Protection and Sexual Offences Unit
DFEF            De frieEvangeliskeForsamlinger
FECF            Free Evangelical Christian Fellowship
GBV            Gender-based Violence
H2H            Home to home
HIV            Human Immune Virus
M&E            Monitoring and Evaluation
NATICC Nhlangano AIDS Training, Information and Counselling Centre
NGO            Non-governmental Organization
NORAD Norwegian Agency for development Cooperation
Sahee            Sustainability for Agriculture, Health, Education and Environment
SDHS            Swaziland Demographic Health Survey
SODV            Sexual Offences and Domestic Violence Act
SRHR            Sexual Reproductive Health Rights
STI            Sexually Transmitted Infection
TP            Teenage Pregnancy
TPP            Teenage Pregnancy Prevention
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund
USAID United States Agency for International Development
VAC            Violence Against Children

                  ACRONYMS



Shiselweni Region located at Bethesda Mission, corner of Sililo 
Avenue, Ndvungunye Street

P.O. BOX 1683, NHLANGANO, SWAZILAND
TEL: 22079797, FAX: 22079796

EMAIL: info@naticc.org.sz
WEBSITE: www.naticc.org.sz


